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Is Your Definition of Faith Biblical?
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Not every attempt to share the gospel ends with an 
invitation to believe in Jesus, but that should at least be 
the end goal. We want unbelievers to turn from their sin 
and put their faith in Jesus. However, before we call 
people to put their faith in Christ, we better know what 
biblical faith is.

On one hand, it’s possible to lower the bar for what it 
means to have ‘faith’ that the word becomes meaningless. 
Just about every drunk person I’ve ever met on the street 
believes in Jesus. Scores of people around the world say 
they believe in Jesus, but their hearts and their lives are 
far from Him. Even demons in hell believe (James	2:19).

We dilute what it means to believe in Jesus when we 
assume that someone is a Christian simply because he or 
she agrees intellectually to certain truths or says certain 
words. This error is common in our day, but it isn’t new. 
Jesus said that many people will stand before Him on the 
last day and call him ‘Lord’, and they will even claim to 
have done great things in His name. Yet, tragically, He will 
tell them, “I never knew you” (Matthew	7:21–23).	This 
kind of diluted faith is deadly—eternally deadly.

In an attempt to guard against the error of diluting faith, 
some well-meaning Christians swing completely to the 
other end of the spectrum. They so complicate faith that 
it becomes dif�icult to know if someone actually has it. 
For example, if faith in Christ involves a commitment to 
Christ, then how can I know if I’m committed enough? 
Or if faith involves surrender to Christ, then how can I 
know if I’m surrendered enough?

In the process of trying to take faith seriously and push 
back against the low cost of discipleship in 
contemporary Christianity, we can unintentionally over-
complicate faith. The result is that followers of Christ 
stay endlessly frustrated or anxious. We desperately 
need the Bible to give us the right perspective on faith.

We will not understand true biblical faith until we get 
two things straight: (1) the goal of faith and (2) the role 
of faith. These two aspects of faith are captured in this 
simple yet profound summary statement: We	can	be	
restored	to	God	only	through	faith	in	Jesus. We’ll begin by 

unpacking the �irst part of the statement—we can be 
restored to God—in order to identify the right 
motivation for believing.

The goal of faith
It may surprise you to learn that the goal of believing the 
gospel is not happiness or joy or peace or satisfaction. It’s 
not even heaven. These things are not bad of course, but they 
are not the goal of the gospel. The goal of the gospel is God. 
Being restored to Him is why we come to Christ in the �irst 
place. Of course, many blessings �low from being restored to 
God, not least of which is that our sin problem is dealt with.

The sinfulness of man that sin has plunged man into guilt, 
shame and fear. All that changes, when we are restored to 
God. As a just judge, He cancels our guilt	(Colossians	2:14);	
as a good Father, He removes our shame by adopting us into 
His family; as a conquering King, He overcomes our fear by 
conquering death itself. God does all of this based on the 
life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, which brings us 
to the second half of the statement we’re unpacking. Our 
restoration to God comes only through faith in Jesus.

The role of faith
Many people in our culture claim to have faith, but we need 
to ask the question Faith in what? Faith in ourselves? Faith 
in some vague notion of a God who is watching over us? 
Faith in . . . our own faith? None of these answers captures 
the biblical idea of faith, the kind of faith that restores us to 
God. To understand the proper role of faith, let’s consider 
faith in relation to three different aspects of our salvation: 
the basis of our salvation, the means of our salvation and 
the evidence of our salvation.

The basis of faith
We will completely miss the gospel if we do not see that 
Jesus is the basis of our salvation. We could never stand 
before God and claim to be righteous on our own, for there 
is nothing we can do—no matter how committed or radical 
we might be—to cover up the fact that we have rebelled 
against God. We do not rely on ourselves or even our own 
faith, to make us right with God. The only way anyone can 
be declared innocent before God is based on someone 
else’s innocence, namely Christ’s. We are restored to God 
based solely on the life, death and resurrection of Jesus.

The means of faith
If Jesus is the basis of our salvation, then what role does 
faith play? Faith is the means by which the salvation of 
Christ is applied to our lives. If we think of salvation as a 
gift, then faith is the hand that receives the gift. But why is 
faith the only means of salvation? Why not love or humility 
or joy or wisdom? Because faith is the anti-work.

Faith is the acknowledgement that there is nothing you can 
do, except trust in what God in Christ has done for you. 
Faith is the one attitude of the heart that is the exact 
opposite of depending on ourselves. Faith says to God, “I 
give up! I can never make myself right before You, so I trust 
You and depend on You completely, to do what I cannot do 
myself.” This kind of faith is altogether incompatible with 
the idea that our good works can somehow give us a right 
standing before a perfectly Holy God. However, as we’ll see 
below, that doesn’t mean our good works and obedience 
are irrelevant to following Christ.

The evidence of faith
If Christ is the basis of our salvation and faith is the only 
means for receiving salvation, then how do our works �it 
into the equation? Instead of seeing our works as earning 
salvation, as other world religions teach, the Bible teaches 
that good works are the evidence of salvation. Biblical faith 
necessarily leads to good works. In other words, faith 
works. That’s what the book of James tells us repeatedly: 
“What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith 
but does not have works? Can that faith save him?” (James	
2:14). The implied answer is no, which is why James calls 
the kind of faith that doesn’t produce works ‘dead’ (James	
2:17). When your soul is resting upon the grace of Christ, 
when your life revolves around trust in Christ, then you 
begin to love as Christ loves, to walk as Christ walks and to 
lay down your life for others just as Christ has laid down 

His life for you. These are not works that are done in some 
vain attempt to earn the favour of God. You are justi�ied 
before God based solely upon faith in Jesus; your works 
are the fruit, or the over�low, of that faith.

Download	the	full	article	here:	https://radical.net/book/gospel-
threads-2/.	David	Platt	serves	as	pastor	at	McLean	Bible	Church	in	
Washington,	D.C.	He	is	the	founder	and	chairman	of	Radical.	He	is	
the	author	of	several	books:	Radical,	Radical	Together	and	more.

Interview: “How I
discovered Jesus”

Genesis: Bible Authors
Believed it to be History

Testimony: Shimshon’s 
extraordinary journey

Why we can have
assurance of salvation
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By Rob Holding | Managing Editor

 While working in a kiwifruit pack-
house during the Covid-19 lock-
down earlier this year, I asked a 40-
year-old New Zealander, “What do 
Christians believe?” His answer was 
that we believed Jesus was God. 
That was it.

 No cross, no creation, no concept of 
Christianity. This middle-aged Kiwi, who had been to 
Sunday school as a child, knew absolutely nothing about 
our faith beyond the fact that we believe Jesus is God.

In a café in Hamilton I asked the Barista the same 
question. His answer was that Christians have God and the 
Bible just like the Muslims have Allah the Quran and the 
Hindus have their many gods and the Vedas. That was it.

When you ask the average Christian to explain our faith 
in terms a non-believer would understand they often 
become severely tongue-tied trying not to use 
Christianese (jargon). Many Christians are unable to use 
scripture to support the reasons behind what we 
believe. The consequence of all this is that we have a 
nation that is woefully ignorant of the God of the Bible.

We could debate endlessly as to why this has come 
about, but that would achieve nothing. The truth is, all of 
us need to look at what we believe and why we believe it.

In the middle of this spiritual ignorance, there are a 
people crying out for in-depth understanding of their 
Bibles. They ask questions like; how do the two 
Testaments �it together? What does Paul mean about 
being “grafted in”? Grafted into what? Or whom? Do the 
words of scripture allow for evolution? And, if not, 
doesn’t that contradict science? Are we supposed to be 
living in blessing or is persecution the default setting? 
When will Jesus return?

We have lost so much
(II	Thesalonians	2:15) So then, brethren, stand �irm and 
hold to the traditions which you were taught, whether 
by word of mouth or by letter from us.

What have we lost in the 2,000 years that Western 
Christianity has been separated from the faith that 
“turned the whole world upside down”? (Acts	17:6).

We need to rediscover the truths contained in the 
scriptures that the early church relied on.

In the parable of the sower, Jesus likened the plants that 
grew among the rocks to people who hear the Gospel 
and respond positively but fall away when things get 
tough. He said they fell away because they didn’t have 
any spiritual roots. 

The Bible clearly says that, as we get closer and closer to 
the return of the Messiah, things are going to get 
tougher and tougher for true believers. The ones with 
deep roots. Because they are the only ones that are 
going to survive. 

Those roots are grounded in the covenants God made in 
the Old Testament. Covenants made with Abraham, 
Moses, David etc.

God is a God of action
In a recent sermon I heard based on Isaiah	6, the speaker 
correctly said that action follows adoration. The dictionary 
says that to adore means to love, to respect, to venerate 
and to worship. The speaker noted that this revelation of 
God’s holiness that Isaiah witnessed compelled him to 
declare “Here am I; Send me!” in verse	8.	

The same can be said of the Church Mission Society 
missionaries who brought the Good News to the Maori 
people. They adored their God so much it compelled 
them to action.

Katu te Rauparaha, son of the great Ngati Toa chief, fell 
so much in love with the God he read about in Te 
Rongopai A Ruka (The	Gospel	of	Luke) that it compelled 
him to take the Gospel to his father’s enemies in Te Wai 
Pounamu (The South Island), New Zealand. 

This God that they adored and worshipped and 
reverenced is the God who loved the world so much that 
He was moved to action sending His only Son to die for 
us so that we could be with Him for eternity. 

I personally believe that the more we know God, the 
more we understand Him, the more we see His heart as 
revealed in the pages of the Bible, the more we will 
adore Him and the more likely we will be to desire what 
He desires. And His desire is made evident in 2	Peter	3:9	
where the apostle says God is “not willing that ANY 
should perish”.

How could Peter possibly know what God does or does 
not want? Certainly not by reading the New Testament, 
it wasn’t written then. It was by the revelation of God he 
received �irst-hand from Jesus as well as his 
understanding of the Jewish scriptures (the Old 
Testament) in light of that revelation.

I need to Know My Faith
Our mission at Know	My	Faith is to provide you with in-
depth Bible teaching, from a Messianic	worldview,	which	

will	lead	you	into	a	closer	walk	with	the	Lord. In short, we 
want to see believers mature in their faith through 
better biblical knowledge which includes a Jewish 
understanding of the Messiah.

Most believers in Jesus are not Jewish. We are gentile. 
And yet, as we all know, we worship the Jewish Messiah. 
We need to understand how that works for us, and how 
that works for Jewish believers.

We can best do that by going back to the original 
understanding of what it means to be a follower of Jesus 
the Nazerene. Digging in the rich soil of the Old 
Testament, not with a new shovel, but with one that has 
been laid aside for far too many centuries. 

At Know	My	Faith, we want to help you do that. We want 
to provide you with the resources that will open up 
God’s word to you and give you a fresh new 
understanding of what it means to worship our God: 
Yeshua	Ha	Meshiach, Jesus the Messiah. 

Welcome to ‘Know My Faith’

mission
Know My Faith exists to promote intensive biblical 
learning from a cultural and historical perspective. 

With this in mind, we hope to empower believers in 
discipleship and evangelism.
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By Nigel Christensen
For all the promises of God �ind their Yes in him. That is 
why it is through him that we utter our Amen to God for 
his glory. (2Co	1:20	ESV)

Many believers today have a real issue with the 
following type of statement, ‘once saved always saved’. 
In fact, as I travel around Churches in New Zealand, I get 
the sense that more and more people are less and less 
sure about their salvation. Why is that? I think part of it 
is misunderstanding the path to salvation. But another 
critical part is underestimating the promises that God 
makes to those who are saved. 

The path to salvation 

So �irstly, the path to salvation. The scriptures make it 
clear that salvation is and has always been by grace 
through faith, plus nothing (Eph	2:8-9). That is, we bring 
nothing to the table in terms of meriting or gaining 
salvation. In fact, any good works that people do prior to 
salvation (even in terms of keeping the law of Moses) 
are described as a polluted garment, which is literally 
referring to a blood-stained menstrual cloth (Isa	64:6). 
Why? Because everything we do before we are saved is 
infected and contaminated by sin. That is why, prior to 
salvation, anything we bring to the table is only worthy 
of one thing, to be cruci�ied with Christ (Gal	2:20).	
Therefore, salvation completely (100%) depends on an 
individual placing their faith in the person and work of 
Christ; there is no part of it that in any way depends on 
me. Many believers would agree with this, but then 
think that once they are saved that it now it somehow 
depends on them. But look at what Paul says to the 
Church in Galatia who were falling into a similar kind of 
trap, thinking that they now needed to keep the law of 
Moses to either be saved or continue to be saved. 

Let	me	ask	you	only	this:	Did	you	receive	the	Spirit	by	
works	of	the	law	or	by	hearing	with	faith?	Are	you	so	
foolish?	Having	begun	by	the	Spirit,	are	you	now	being	
perfected	by	the	�lesh?	(Gal	3:2-3	ESV)

With these two rhetorical questions, he points out to 
them that their salvation had nothing to do with works, 
it was by faith alone. Secondly, why would they think 
that this salvation which was entirely a faith-based 
process and resulted in the divine work of the Holy 
Spirit in their lives? Would now suddenly revert to 
relying on their �lesh to complete the divine task? Us 
trying to sanctify ourselves, make ourselves Christ-like 
(e.g. reach a divine standard) by our own �leshly efforts 
is just as foolish as thinking that we can save ourselves. 
The process of sancti�ication is just as reliant on our 
faith in the work of the Holy Spirit through us, as 
salvation was on faith in the person and work of Christ, 
leading to the work of the Holy Spirit in us. 

This	is	why	Paul	states	that	believers	are	God’s	
“…workmanship,	created	in	Christ	Jesus	for	good	works,	
which	God	prepared	beforehand,	that	we	should	walk	in	
them.	(Eph	2:10	ESV	emphasis	added).

So the question arises what if I lose my faith? That is I 
stop believing in God? I reject his salvation, won’t that 
mean I am no longer saved? The idea here is that faith is 
not a work, and so it might be agreed while there is no 
work one can do or not do to lose salvation, perhaps if 
one loses their faith, might that result in losing 
salvation?  

Well, again, this is where we need to understand the 
path to salvation. Prior to being saved, unbelievers are 
described as being part of the domain of darkness (Col	
1:13), and slaves to sin and death. Completely lost 
without any hope of being able to �ix that problem. So, 
although salvation is offered as a gift of God’s grace, it 
was not cheap, it came it a tremendous cost to Jesus 
when he suffered on the cross. This is why Paul states: 

“…You	are	not	your	own,	for	you	were	bought	with	a	
price.”	(1Co	6:19b-20a	ESV)

Losing your faith in God once saved cannot result in 
losing your salvation because it is a one-way process. 
Once God has by his power moved you into his Kingdom, 

because of your faith in the person and work of Christ. 
Then we come under the authority of God, and he has 
made speci�ic promises to those he has saved, which he 
has to keep. Including promises that guarantee our 
salvation. 

The promises of salvation
There are many promises to be found in the New 
Testament regarding salvation. But for a moment, recall 
the verse we mentioned at the start. For	all	the	promises	
of	God	�ind	their	Yes	in	him. That is all the promises of 
God �ind their ful�ilment in Jesus. In light of that, let’s 
look at three of the promises that Jesus makes about 
salvation.

Jesus said to her, “Everyone	who	drinks	of	this	water	will	
be	thirsty	again,	but	whoever	drinks	of	the	water	that	I	
will	give	him	will	never	be	thirsty	again.	The	water	that	I	
will	give	him	will	become	in	him	a	spring	of	water	welling	
up	to	eternal	life.”	(Joh	4:13-14	ESV)

Notice here that Jesus speci�ically promises two things 
for anyone who drinks of the water that he gives. Here 
water is used to symbolise the Holy Spirit who indwells 
every believer at the moment of salvation (Titus	3:5).	
The two promises are that we will never be thirsty 
again. Because believers in this age will never lose the 
indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit (Eph	4:30).	
Secondly, because of that fact, there is a promised 
outcome for every believer in eternal life. So, if any 
believer in this age were somehow able to lose the Holy 
Spirit out of their lives, and therefore lose their 
salvation, this would mean that Jesus is a liar. Given that 
he describes himself as “the truth” we can be assured 
that what Jesus promises he will deliver. Later on, Jesus 
also states;    

All	that	the	Father	gives	me	will	come	to	me,	and	whoever	
comes	to	me	I	will	never	cast	out.	(Joh	6:37	ESV)

Jesus is talking about those who will (future tense) 
believe, that is “all the Father gives me”. Notice the word 
all, 100%, so not some but all believers who come to 
Jesus �it this category.  Jesus promises that he will never 
cast them out. Remember you have no authority to cast 
yourself out. Something Romans makes very clear. There 
is nothing “in all creation” (Rom	8:38-39)	that can 
separate the believer from the love of God in Christ 
Jesus. As created beings that include us. We cannot 
separate ourselves once saved from God’s love. We 
simply do not have that power or authority, that rests 
with Christ, and he has just promised here that he will 
never cast any believer out. Fortunately, unlike us, God 
doesn’t have bad days when because of some emotional 
instability he makes rash and out of character decisions 
because the scriptures teach us the Jesus is the same 
yesterday, today and forever (Heb	13:8).	Therefore, this 

promise will never be broken. Given that there is 
another promise made by Jesus. 

“My	sheep	hear	my	voice,	and	I	know	them,	and	they	
follow	me.	I	give	them	eternal	life,	and	they	will	never	
perish,	and	no	one	will	snatch	them	out	of	my	hand.	My	
Father,	who	has	given	them	to	me,	is	greater	than	all,	and	
no	one	is	able	to	snatch	them	out	of	the	Father’s	hand.	I	
and	the	Father	are	one.”	(Joh	10:27-30	ESV)

Notice here the type of life that Jesus promises. It is 
eternal life; therefore, once someone receives it, then it 
must continue from that point on forever; otherwise, it 
is not eternal, it is only temporary. Again, Jesus gives 
every believer eternal life, not just some. He then 
reinforces what eternal life means by stating what it 
isn’t, perishing. So Jesus not only promises eternal life 
for every believer, but he also guarantees that no 
believer will ever perish. Now if you are still not 
convinced, he then states that no one (and that would 
include yourself) can snatch a believer out of his hand. 
But not only that, the Father who is greater than all 
(including you) also has us in his hand, and no one can 
snatch a believer out of his hand either. So for a believer 
to lose their salvation, they would have to overcome not 
only Jesus (God the Son) but also God the Father. 
Essentially you would have to consider that you are 
more powerful than the omnipotent creator of the 
universe. So, thinking that because of some sin you 
might commit as a believer, you are somehow more 
humble because you concern yourself with the 
possibility that you might lose your salvation. Is actually 
a false humility, because it denies the power and 
promises of God. 

Now for the believer having times of doubt in your life is 
a common natural occurrence, so it does not indicate of 
itself that there is something wrong with you, apart 
from the fact that you are a human being. Even Jesus had 
moments in his life which were extremely challenging 
(Luke	22:44). It was what he did during those times that 
demonstrated his spiritual maturity. He dedicated time 
to God in prayer, focusing on the promises of God as 
found in his word (John	17).		

So perhaps you are struggling today? Then remember 
you don’t have a better option than Jesus. Look to him, 
spend time in prayer with him, perhaps like the Psalmist 
wrestling through the problem with Him. Remembering 
that all the promises of God (including the guarantee of 
every believer’s salvation) �ind there yes in Him.   

The	author	Nigel	Christensen,	is	based	in	the	North	Island	
serving	with	the	ministry	of	Celebrate	Messiah	NZ.	For	more	
information	about	how	Nigel	is	serving	the	Lord	or	the	ministry	
of	CMNZ	please	either	email	nigel@celebratemessiah.co.nz	or	
visit	their	website	www.celebratemessiah.co.nz.	Abridged	by	
managing	editor.

The Son of God’s Promises:
Why we can have assurance of salvation
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Shimshon (Hebrew	for	Samson) Chaddock (English	for	
Tzaddock) is a Jewish believer in Jesus. He took the long 
route and fought it all the way. This is his story, in his 
own words...

We moved from New York to New Jersey just before my 
ninth birthday. The mainly Irish and Italian kids at my 
new school asked what I was. When I answered that I 
was Jewish, they replied “You’re dead after school today. 
You killed Jesus.”

Before that incident, being Jewish and American simply 
meant that I got presents at both Hanukkah and 
Christmas. We had absolutely no culture of religious 
identity in our household. Obviously, I had a brit milah 
by a Mohel, but the �irst time I remember going to a 
synagogue was to my younger cousin’s 	Bar Mitzvah 
when I was 14.   

My father didn’t care about any of that religious stuff. 
His gang were all Jewish guys working with the Italian 
and Greek ma�ia but as far as ‘being Jewish’, we did 
nothing. 

My father left my mother when I was 13 and moved to 
Florida, where my grandparents lived. I eventually 
ended up moving in with him. I was working in his 
nightclub by the time I was 16. The club was just off the 
beach and had a good house band, so it was the place to 
be—all the musos used to frequent the club. Ted Nugent, 
the Charlie Daniels Band, and Bon Scott jammed there 
just a couple of weeks before he died. I was buying drugs 
from the bass player of one band and selling them on to 
someone else in another band. It was pretty full-on.

After that school incident and up until the time my dad 
left, I used to talk to God. I would sit outside and pray, 
you know, just talk to Him. Because of our totally secular 
household, I had no concept of religion or Judaism or the 
God of Israel. I had a lot of Catholic in�luence through the 
school, but I didn’t really know who this Jesus was so I 
don’t know if I was talking to Jesus or Jehovah, but I 
knew there was a God and I’d simply go outside and sit 
on my porch and talk to him. I don’t remember what 
about. 

The day my father left was incredibly traumatic. First, 
my mum tried to kill him; then she tried to stab me, then 
she took an overdose and tried to kill herself. I 
remember the police took my two brothers and me to 
see Monty	Python and	the	Holy	Grail at the movies. I 
guess it was the closest thing to a comedy that they 
could take kids to. It was pretty weird, three young boys 
going to a Monty	Python movie with a policeman in full 
uniform. On that day, my heart went cold and I died to 
anything of God until He spoke to me out of the blue, 
seven years later.

I was the target of a drive-by shooting by a local biker 
gang. I saw three �lashes and a voice said “The speed of 
light is faster than the speed of sound. That’s a gunshot, 
hit the ground.” As drunk as I was, I was able to process 
that and get down in time. And I knew it was God, but I 
didn’t know what to do with it. That was when 
something started again, I began believing He was real. 

It’s hard to remember what you thought 
back then, but I never really 
differentiated between the Jewish God 
and the Christian God. As a kid I would 
say Jesus used to be Jewish, but now he’s 
a Catholic. I still remember having that 
discussion in primary school. Somehow I 
knew that there was just one God.

From that time with the gunshot, I kept 
having a series of supernatural 
experiences. One time, when I was 
working in construction, I felt my body 
�ill with electricity and I saw and felt this 
giant hand pick me up and throw me and 
I �lew three metres across the �loor. 
When I hit the ground, I was hurt from 
the impact, then the wall I’d been 
standing next to suddenly collapsed; I 
would have been crushed if I’d been next 
to it. I knew that was God, but again I 
didn’t know what to do with it. Shortly 
after that, I was arrested for drug 
smuggling and He again intervened on 
my behalf. But my life didn’t change.

When I was 25 I was living in a ‘band-
�lat’. Because of the scene I was in, with 
a regular parade of heavy rock 
musicians coming through, buying 
drugs and everything that goes along 
with that.

I was sur�ing through the TV channels 
one day and I found myself watching 
Jimmy Swaggart and thought, “what the 
heck am I watching?” I changed the 
channel, but within a few minutes, I felt this power come 
over me and force me to go back and listen to Jimmy 
Swaggart. Again I thought, what am I doing? So I 
changed it. 

This happened to me four times and on the fourth time, I 
yelled out and said, ”God, if this is you, I’ll leave it on, but 
I’m not going to pay attention to it” and that’s when I 
saw Jesus appear in my room. There was no fear, there 
was no reverence, I just looked at Him and said “I can’t 
believe in You. You’re a Catholic, I’m a Jew”. And He said 
“No, no, no! I am a Jew like you. But I am the King of the 
Jews” and then He disappeared. And basically, Jimmy 
Swaggart played for the next seven days.

I used to write poems in those days, all about death and 
demons, but after a week of this I wrote a poem about 
Jesus coming back in power with a great army to �ight 
for His bride, and that’s pretty much where it all began. 
So then I’m telling everyone I’m a born-again Christian 
as I’m trying to sell them cocaine or sleep with them, but 
after a while whenever I did any of that stuff, I would 
start to feel dirty. Within six months, Jesus began to take 
away everything I had and two and a half years later, I’d 
lost everything. 

So it’s 1991, I’m 28 years old, I’m down on my knees 
weeping. I had no place to live, no job, no work, no car, 
nothing, and I said “I know You, but I don’t know Your 
way. If you give me a job, a car, a place to live and a 
church I’ll give you my life” and I cried myself to sleep. 

Two days later I was walking down the street and a 

piece of paper blew into my leg and kind of stuck on my 
leg, you know, the way they do in the wind, and when I 
pulled it off it was a pamphlet for Jews for Jesus, and I 
thought, “what the heck is a Jew for Jesus.”

A couple of days later, I got invited to dinner, and they 
said they were Jews for Jesus and I told them “I didn’t 
know what that meant” so they invited me to a 
Messianic congregation. Within four weeks, those four 
prayers were answered.

That’s when I discovered that Jesus was Yeshua. That’s 
when I got interested in who I was as a Jew. Or more like 
who I am in Him and that my being Jewish did mean 
something.

In 1999 God spoke to me about going to a Christian 
gathering of indigenous people in Sweden. I had made 
Aliyah six years earlier and was now living in Tel Aviv. 

God told me if I went to the gathering, He would open up 
the nations to me. There was no way I could afford to go 
and literally the next day teeth started falling out of my 
head, so what little money I did have went to paying the 
dentist. Then I sent my clothes to a new laundromat and 
the laundromat burnt down with every single piece of 
clothing I had, except what I was wearing.

Miraculously clothes were given and �inances were 
provided so I went to Sweden and God told me I was 
going to have a meeting with John Bevere. I didn’t know 
how that was going to happen because I was nobody 
from nowhere. There were eleven thousand people 
there so you couldn’t get near any of the speakers. 

How Samson Found God and Lost His Hair

That was when something 
started again, I began believing 
He was real. 
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On the third morning, John Bevere was giving the 

message and in the middle of the message, out of �ive 

thousand people, he pointed at me and called me up on 

stage and my life has never been the same since that 

moment.

In 2001, the Beat	of	the	Father’s	Heart	Gathering was in 

Ontario and God again provided for me to get there. The 

�irst night there God spoke to me and said He was 

sending me to the Maori people. The next morning I 

went to one of the meetings and a Maori gentleman who 

I’d done some translation and driving for in Israel came 

running up to me out of nowhere and grabbed me said 

“Shimshon, Shimshon, so good to see you again brother. 

God told me to tell you that you’re coming to my people”. 

That man was Monte Ohia.

October 2002, we �lew to the World	Christian	Gathering	

of	Indigenous	Peoples in Hawaii. Now, remember this is a 

Christian event celebrating Christ in all cultures. And it’s 

a great event, don’t get me wrong, but we had 

mentioned that, as Jews, there really wasn’t any food for 

us to eat. When we were asked to explain what we 

meant, we told the organisers that God had given us, the 

Jewish people, a blueprint for our culture which doesn’t 

include pork etc., and that everything they were putting 

in front of us went against our culture. (Remember this 

event is supposedly accepting everyone from every 

culture). 

That was when, as I stood there, I was handed a ham 

sandwich and was told to prove to them that I was not 

under the law; this was by the local organisers of the 

conference. I don’t think Monte was aware of this 

incident. He was the founder, but there were local 

organisers in each country that the conference was held 

in. A lot of the other indigenous people were mad when 

Monte allowed the presence of Israel to come in. 

One time, they even invited Tony Campolo whose views 

on Israel are well known. So every culture was accepted 

except the culture of the Bible. There’s a poem:

How	odd	of	God	to	choose	the	Jew

But	odder	still	are	those	who	choose

The	Jewish	God	but	hate	the	Jew.

I don’t know how people can deny God exists, I get that 

there are those that read the Bible and say that God has 

forgotten Israel or He’s replaced Israel with the church 

or whatever. I have found many well known, beautiful 

Christian people who struggle with the idea of Israel; 

they just don’t get the importance of Israel. But as Derek 

Prince said, “if you have a problem with Israel, you have 

a problem with the Bible.”

On 3 December 2009, my wife Heather and I �inally 

arrived in New Zealand with our four-year-old daughter, 

Ayni’El. We had no idea what God was going to do. We 

had no money, no plan we just showed up with the word 

of the Lord to go to the 

Maori. 

But we trusted that God 

had a plan and He did. A 

Maori Pastor in Mt 

Maunganui, Mike Hayes, 

had been given a 

prophecy two years 

earlier that God was going 

to bring a man from Israel 

to the Maori people and 

that he needed to open 

the door and welcome 

him. We are so grateful to 

Mike for listening. 

In the last decade, I have 

ministered in over eighty 

Marae, I’ve been asked to lead the funeral services at 

several tangi. I’ve of�iciated at Maori weddings and hui. 

I’ve visited many, many Maori in prisons and travelled 

through New Zealand many times. 

Although I sometimes wondered why God sent me, I 

never questioned the call. Jesus said to the disciples, 

“You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria 

and to the ends of the Earth”...  that’s New Zealand.

Isaiah	62:11 Speci�ically speaks that the end of the earth 

has a calling to speak to the daughter of Zion (Israel) to 

say that Salvation (Yeshua) has come.

So, Heather and I do what we can to support ourselves 

and our two girls and we pray and wait to hear where 

God is going to send us next in New Zealand or around 

the world.

Shimshon	and	Heather	currently	live	in	Tauranga.	Shimshon	has	

spoken	in	several	countries	and	is	able	to	minister	in	a	variety	of	

areas.	If	you	would	like	to	discuss	ministry	opportunities,	please	

email	Shimshon	at	shimshonc@gmail.com	or	text	or	call	him	on	

+64 226 494 614

“You will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and to 
the ends of the Earth.

An independent church pastor in Karnataka state of

India, has been told to vacate his rented home because 
radical Hindu nationalist put pressure on the pastor’s 
landlord. The house was being used for worship 
gatherings. Pastor Nallarbothula Peter said “I received 
several phone calls with abusive language that claimed I 
am involved in illegal religious conversions and that I 
don’t have the right to live in the area. They threatened 
to break my hands and legs.”

At 5am on 7 July this year, more than 100 security

guards removed two church crosses in Wenzhou, China. 
Christians in Wenzhou said they came with cranes, 
broke the church locks and entered the churches. They 
also destroyed church property. Crosses at both 
churches were removed. Church members tried to stop 
the of�icials, but security guards beat them, resulting in 
several injuries.

On that same day, the Iranian Revolutionary Guard

arrested a Christian woman living in Tehran. This 
occurred in addition to another twelve Christians who 
were arrested two weeks prior. As is common in such 
arrests, her house was searched and authorities 
con�iscated her computer, mobile phone and several 
books.

Meanwhile, a church leader in Laos remains in prison

while of�icials wait for an end to the ‘Covid-19 situation’. 
Phong was arrested in early March after refusing to 
renounce his faith. About 130 Christians live in Phong’s 
village and police thought that arresting him would cure 
their Christian problem. Phong’s wife said police are 
demanding the Christians turn in all Bibles, hymn books 
and other Christian material and renounce their faith. 
The villagers have been ostracised and prevented from 
working the land and receiving basic food supplies. 

The True Cost of Discipleship
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By International Fellowship of Christians and Jews
The joyous festival of 
Hanukkah begins on the 
25th of the Jewish month 
of Kislev,	which usually 
falls during December. It 
celebrates two 
miracles—a great Jewish 
military victory and a 
miraculous supply of oil 
for the Temple.

While Hanukkah is a 
special celebration for 
Jewish people, it is not a 

holy day. Hanukkah is not a biblical celebration either. 
Hanukkah is not mentioned in the Hebrew Bible—what 
Christians call the Old Testament— because the events 
surrounding it took place after the closing of the Hebrew 
Bible. But it is mentioned in the New Testament: John	
10:22, states that the people were gathered at ‘The Feast 
of Dedication’ — or Hanukkah	— in Jerusalem. Jesus 
celebrated Hanukkah!

The military victory
At Hanukkah, Jews commemorate the victory of the 
Maccabees over the Greek/Syrian forces of King 
Antiochus in the year 165 BCE. That regime sought to 
impose paganism on the Jewish people.

Through many means, rulers tried to convince Jews of 
the value of paganism over the Bible and over Judaism. 

They put a pagan idol Zeus, in the Temple and they 
forced Jews to eat non-kosher food. They forbade 
circumcision, which the Bible says is the sign of the 
covenant between God and Israel. There were some 
Jews who accepted this new culture. They might have 
thought, “Well, this is Greece. This is Rome. This is the 
way of modernity. That old way of the Bible is passé. It’s 
time to move on.”

Finally, though, there was a group of people who said to 
their fellow Jews, “Enough! We cannot accommodate 
this idolatry, disobedience and immodesty. We’re going 
to stand up for the Jewish values and the Bible that 
brought us to this place.” A group called the Maccabees, 
led by a man named Mattathias. He and his brothers, 
revolted against the Hellenistic authorities. And by the 
25th day of the month of Kislev, they regained control 
over the Temple, cleansed it from the de�ilement and 
rededicated it. That’s what Hanukkah means: 
‘rededication.’

The spiritual victory
Hanukkah is an eight-day holiday because any time 
there was a dedication of the Temple in the Bible it was 
an eight-day celebration. (See	2	Chronicles	29:17	and	
Nehemiah	8:18). So, when the Jews regained the Temple 
and took out all the impurities and idols, they had a 
celebration that lasted for eight days.

This is more than just the celebration of victory in a 
physical battle. Zechariah	4:6 says, “Not by might nor by 
power, but by my Spirit,’ says the Lord Almighty.” This 

became an important 
verse for Hanukkah 
and is in fact written 
on the menorah in 
Jerusalem that stands 
across from the 
Knesset, Israel’s 
parliament. It serves 
to remind Jews not 
just of the military 
victory, but of the 
ultimate triumph of 
God and the spiritual 
victory of the Jews 
over their oppressors.

The miracle of 
the oil
Hanukkah also 
celebrates a second 
miracle. In the 
Temple, there was an 
eternal �lame that had 

to stay lit all the time. (See	Exodus	27:20-21). Walk into 
any synagogue today and you will see something 
commemorating that eternal �lame, though now it’s 
usually a light bulb. This signi�ies that God’s presence is 
there all the time, in the same way that we light an 
eternal �lame in memory of a great person to signify that 
their spirit never dies.

So, when the Jewish people came into the Temple to 
light the eternal �lame, there was only one �lask of pure 
olive oil to use—enough to keep the �lame burning for 
one day. They could only use pure oil, not oil that had 
been touched by the pagans and used for sacri�ices to 
the pagan gods. And they knew they did not have 
enough and that it would take eight days to get more oil.

But they went ahead and lit the �lame anyway, which 
sends a beautiful message of trusting in God. Some said, 
“Why bother? It will go out anyway after a day and then 
we’ll have to wait for the oil.” But they trusted in God, and 
a miracle occurred—the lamp that was only to last for 
one day stayed lit for eight days, until the new oil came 
in. This is how Hanukkah became the ‘Festival of Lights.’

The menorah
The menorah, a major symbol of Hanukkah, reminds Jews 
of the miracle of the oil. The Hanukkah	menorah holds 
nine candles, one for each of the eight nights and an 
additional candle that’s used to light the others. One 
candle is lit on the �irst night of Hanukkah, number two on 
the second, until all eight candles are lit on the eighth 
night.

In addition to lighting the menorah and reading liturgy, 
Hanukkah is also a time to celebrate with family and 
friends, eat holiday treats, give gifts (especially to 
children) and play the dreidel (spinning top) game.
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What is Hanukkah?
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For further study, read the chapter on Hanukkah from Rabbi Yechiel Eckstein’s book 
on Judaism, How	Firm	a	Foundation. Then answer the questions individually or as a 
group.

1. How	Firm	a	Foundation, Rabbi Yechiel Eckstein writes about the spiritual themes
found in Hanukkah,	 “The festival of Hanukkah bids us to rededicate our lives to
Jewish values and ideals that were preserved by the Maccabean victory, just as the
Jews then rededicated the Temple.” During this season, in what ways can you
rededicate yourselves to God?______________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read 1	Corinthians	6:18–20. How does Paul describe our body? In what ways do we 
‘de�ile’ our bodies? __________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Another underlying theme in Hanukkah, according to Rabbi Eckstein, is bitachon,
or trusting in God. From your understanding of the Hanukkah story, in what ways
did the Jews demonstrate their trust in God? _____________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

How was their trust rewarded? ___________________________________________
 _________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________

In what ways do you show your trust in God? ________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________

 How has that trust been rewarded by God? __________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________

3. Rabbi Eckstein notes that the Jewish community under the Hellenistic culture was
under great pressure to forego their faith and adopt the culture’s mores— a
pressure, he suggests, that still exists today. Rabbi Eckstein writes, “The challenge
(North American Jews) face today is whether or not they can live in both (Western
and Jewish) civilisations without in the process surrendering their unique Jewish
faith and heritage. Only when Jews remain true to their covenant can they hope to
ful�ill their divine mission of serving as a holy people and a blessing to all the nations
of the world.” In what ways do you see parallels to Christians in today’s society? _____
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

In what ways have you personally felt that pressure? ____________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

In what ways can Christians stay true to their faith? _____________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

How can that be balanced living in a pluralistic society? _________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Rabbi Eckstein notes that Hanukkah also “reminds us of our duty to uphold the
principles of religious freedom, liberty, and justice for all people. It strengthens the
Jew’s resolve to worship God under oppressive conditions.” From what you know of
Jewish history, how do you see this resolve being played out? __________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

In what ways did they preserve? ___________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

From the following biblical accounts, how have Christians been persecuted for their 
faith?

Acts	5:17-32 _________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Acts	6:8-15;	Acts	7:54-60 __________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Acts	12:1-11 _________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Acts	16:16-40 ________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

2	Corinthians	11:16-31 ____________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

How have these examples encouraged you in your own faith walk? ____________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Based on your own knowledge, where are Christians being persecuted today? _______ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Source:	International	Fellowship	of	Christians	and	Jews	of	Canada.	www.ifcj.ca

A Christian Reflection on Hanukkah

Hello, my name is Tehila. My 
family and I moved to New 
Zealand from Israel in 2009. 
My husband and I are 
Messianic Jews who were 
both saved by our great God 
about 30 years ago. We have 
been blessed with �ive 
beautiful children, born in 
Tel Aviv, Jerusalem, Hawkes 
Bay, and Dunedin.

Eight years ago, my heart 
was exploding with the 
desire to minister to women 

in the Body of Christ. I longed to pass on the gems that 
God had poured into my life and to share His sound 
truth with my sisters in the faith.

This was the vision that led to me start Women	Abiding, 
an online space from which I encourage women to abide 
in God and His Word. The blog now has almost 5,000 
followers from all around the world and continues to 
grow. 

I’ve been amazed to observe a real hunger among 
believing women in our day who aspire to live their 
daily lives in a holy, God-honouring way. They desire for 
God’s Word to penetrate every area of their existence as 
women and seek to draw their strength, joy and focus 
from the very words of the King of Kings. If this 
describes you, I welcome you to join the Women Abiding 
community!

Five main themes run through the blog. The �irst is that 
of faith. In this category, you will �ind posts that are 
helpful to you as a woman as you hash out your faith in 
the midst of everyday life. For example, nine ways to get 
unstuck when you’re in survival mode, �ive perspectives 
to change your attitude towards fellow believers forever 
and three phrases you use but need to change.  

Another subject matter on the blog is marriage. I share 
vulnerably my own struggles, lessons learned and biblical 
truths that I’ve gleaned. You’ll �ind posts where I confess 
the hardest aspect of my marriage, explain how to get 
your husband off the corner of the roof and the popular 
�ive surprising reasons wives lash out at their husbands. 

One of my favourite areas to write about is motherhood, 
which is borne from my experiences with our precious 
children who keep me both on my toes and my knees. 
You’ll read about practical issues that you too may 
struggle with, such as how to combat cheating, lies and 
mischief in your children, �ive ways to turn your dif�icult 
child around and even slightly more controversial posts 
such as �ive reasons I tell people I’m pregnant the 
moment I �ind out. 

Friendship is a subject that is close to my heart and that 
affects women everywhere. That’s why I share my 
experience, such as, �ive remarkably simple ways to be a 
low maintenance friend, how to �ind a true friend 
effortlessly and four things you can do to make others 
feel appreciated. 

Last, but by no means least, due to the signi�icant 
amount of loss God has allowed me to endure, I share

much hard-attained wisdom with precious women who 
are dealing with grief. You’ll �ind help and support in 
posts such as four truths to dwell on when you fear 
tragedy, coping with grief: a practical and powerful tool 
(this literally changed my life!) and ten ways to glorify 
God in your miscarriage (which has been the most read 
post of all time on Women	Abiding).

There’s something for everyone! 
One of the �irst things you’ll see when you head to 
www.womenabiding.com is an invitation to sign up for 
a 7-day marriage eCourse, which you will receive at no 
charge. 

I wrote this eCourse realising that as a wife, you simply 
need to invest a few moments to pause and re�lect on 
the bigger picture of what your marriage is all about. 
You need to be reminded of the One who gave you the 
guidelines you need and the grace to implement them, in 
order to take your marital relationship to the next level.

By spending just a few minutes each day over the course 
of a week, you will receive hope, renew your perspective 
and gain a greater understanding of the priceless gift 
and incomparable calling that you have been  granted as 
a helpmeet and woman.

Together we can develop a closer 

walk with our Saviour, as we seek 

to intentionally adhere to His Word 

of Truth and live as women abiding 

in Him. 

Welcome to ‘Women Abiding’
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By Jonathan Sarfati
Ever had someone tell you, “You’re missing the whole 
point! The purpose of Genesis is to teach that God is our 
Creator. We should not be divisive over the small details. 
Genesis teaches the theological truth of ‘Who?’ and 
‘Why?’ not about the ‘How?’ and ‘When?’” Or else they say 
that the Bible is a book for faith and morality, not history.

An obvious answer is, why should we trust Genesis 
when it says God created it, if we can’t trust it on the 
details? After all, Jesus told Nicodemus, “I have spoken 
to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how 
then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things?” (John	
3:12). So if Genesis can’t be trusted on an earthly thing, 
such as Earth’s age, the sequence of creative acts upon it, 
or the Flood that covered it, then why trust it on a 
heavenly thing such as who the Creator was? Also, if 
Genesis 1 were merely meant to tell us that God is 
Creator, then why simply not stop at verse 1, all that’s 
necessary to state this?

However, the critic has overlooked something even more 
important—Genesis is written as real history. This is why 
the rest of the Bible treats the events, people and time 
sequences as real history—not parables, poetry or 
allegory.

What does the rest of Scripture say? 
The age and unique creation of Adam and Eve mattered 
to Jesus.

When teaching about marriage, Jesus said: “But at the 
beginning of creation God ‘made them male and female. 
… For this reason, a man will leave his father and mother 
and be united to his wife, and the two will become one 
�lesh.’ So they are no longer two, but one” (Mark	10:6–8).

Here, Jesus quoted Genesis	1:27	and	Genesis	2:24 about a 
real �irst man and �irst woman who became the �irst 
couple and this was the basis for marriage between one 
man and one woman today. Not a man and a man or a 
woman and a woman or more than two people. 
Evolution teaches instead that a whole population of 
humans evolved from a population of ape-like creatures.

The	important	thing	is	that	God	created,	isn’t	it?

Also, in the context of what Jesus quoted, the two 
become one �lesh because Eve was taken from Adam’s 
�lesh and a man leaves his parents because Adam had 
none. Furthermore, Jesus said that Adam and Eve were 
there ‘from	the	beginning	of	creation’, not billions of 
years later.

Far too few Christians defend the foundation of 
marriage—the recent creation of Adam and Eve as Jesus 

taught. Then they wonder why sinful deviant acts such 
as adultery, fornication and homosexual behaviour are 
increasing, even within the church.

The time frame of Creation Week matters to 
God
God Himself wrote the Ten Commandments with His 
�inger. The fourth one is: “Remember the Sabbath day by 
keeping it holy. Six days you shall labour and do all your 
work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your 
God.”

The reason He gave: “For in six days the Lord made the 
heavens and the earth, the sea and all that is in them, 
and he rested on the seventh day.”

Clearly, the time frame is important; otherwise, this 
Commandment is meaningless. And if the creation days 
were really long periods of time, then logically the days 
of the working week would have to be as well. But ‘work 
for six billion years and rest for one billion years’ doesn’t 
quite have the same ring to it…

Adam’s sin bringing death mattered to Paul’s 
preaching of the Gospel
In 1	Corinthians	15, Paul explains the Gospel he had 
taught these people and how central Jesus’ Resurrection 
is. And he explains why Jesus came to die:

“For since death came through a man, the resurrection 
of the dead comes also through a man. For as in Adam, 
all die, so in Christ, all will be made alive. So it is written: 
‘The �irst man Adam became a living being’; the last 
Adam, a life-giving spirit”	(1	Corinthians	15:21–22,	45).

Paul explains that the Gospel (=	‘good	news’) is necessary 
because of the bad news that our ancestor Adam sinned 
and brought death to all people (Romans	5:12–19). Thus, 
the last Adam, Jesus, cured this by living a sinless life, 
dying for our sin and rising from the dead. Also, Jesus 
rose physically from the dead (rising	from	an	empty	tomb	
with	�lesh	and	bones.	Luke	24:39). So the death Adam 
brought must also have a physical component, as shown 
by his return to the dust from which he was made 
(Genesis	3:19).

All compromise views place death before Adam’s sin, 
thus undermine the Gospel.

Jesus’ ancestry mattered to Luke
In chapter	3 of his Gospel, Luke traces Jesus’ lineage from 
Mary all the way back up to Adam. There is not the 
slightest hint of a break showing where historical 
characters end and mythical �igures begin—all are treated 
as equally historical; none are mythical. This includes 
Adam himself, who was created directly by God, not 
through a long line of ape-like ancestors or pond scum 
(Luke	3:38).

This is important for Paul’s teaching in the above 
section. It is also vital for Atonement. The prophet Isaiah 
spoke of the coming Saviour as the ‘Kinsman-Redeemer’, 

i.e. one who is related by blood to those he redeems
(Isaiah	59:20,	which	uses	the	same	Hebrew	word	gôēl as
is	used	to describe	Boaz	in	relation	to	Naomi	in	Ruth	2:20,
3:1–4:17). The book of Hebrews also explains how Jesus
took upon Himself the nature of a man to save mankind,
but not angels (Hebrews	2:11–18). So only Adam’s
descendants can be saved, because only thus can they be
related by blood to the Last Adam.

So if anyone thinks that Genesis history doesn’t matter, 
then ask how they should preach to the Australian 
Aborigines. If they have really been here for 40,000 
years (according to carbon-14 dating that old-earthers 
accept), then how could they come from Adam and how 
could they be related to Christ, so how can they be 
saved? Indeed, a compromising clergyman of Darwin’s 
day claimed that Aborigines had not evolved enough to 
preach the Gospel to them!

Cain and Abel’s reality mattered to John
The Apostle John taught: “Do not be like Cain, who 
belonged to the evil one and murdered his brother. And 
why did he murder him? Because his own actions were 
evil and his brothers were righteous” (1	John	3:12).

Thus, in teaching the church about good and evil, John 
accepted the real history of Cain murdering Abel, as an 
example of real evil.

John	accepted	the	real	history	of	Cain	murdering	
Abel	as	an	example	of	real	evil.

Jesus also believed that Abel was the �irst man whose 
blood was shed. And He taught that Abel’s blood would 
come upon that unbelieving generation as surely as that 
of the other martyred prophets throughout Scripture 
(Matthew	23:35).

Also, Hebrews	11 lists Abel, Enoch and Noah as heroes of 
the faith, without any hint that they were less real than 
any of the others listed.

The order of creation mattered to Paul
Paul taught much about the role of men and women in 
the church. Paul justi�ied it by citing the real history of 
Genesis. He wrote:

“For man did not come from woman, but woman from 
man; neither was man created for woman, but woman 
for man” (1	Corinthians	11:8–9).

Thus, Paul accepts the Genesis history that God created 
�irst Adam, who then named all the land vertebrate 
animals that God had previously created. God made Eve 
from Adam’s rib—she was not an evolved apewoman! 

 However, later on, Paul points out: 

“In the Lord, however, woman is not independent of 
man, nor is man independent of woman. For as woman 
came from man, so also man is born of woman. But 
everything comes from God” (1	Corinthians	11:11–12).	

Genesis: Bible Authors Believed it to be History

For in six days the Lord made the
heavens and the earth, the sea,
and all that is in them, but he
rested on the seventh day.

Continued on page 9
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By Rob Holding | Managing Editor

How do you accurately review a teaching manuscript 
which is 800 pages in length? It is quite a task, especially 
when the book is an in-depth treatise on biblical 
eschatology by the renowned Messianic Bible teacher Dr 

Arnold G Fruchtenbaum. I have 
to admit to being a little biased 
as I spent many weeks 
converting the text into a 28 
hour audiobook, but the more I 
talk with people and the more 
incorrect statements I see on 
the internet, the more I think 
this is a book that every 
Christian needs to read (or 
listen to). 

Throughout rabbinic apocalyptic 
literature, military actions between 

nations is considered to be a sign that the End 
is approaching. For example, in the B’reshith	Rabbah, a 
4th Century Jewish midrash (commentary) comprising a 
collection of ancient rabbinical texts, it says “When you 
see the Powers �ighting each other, look for the coming 
[lit.	‘feet’] of the King Messiah” (XLII:4). In other words, 
when nation rises against nation and kingdom against 
kingdom, then the footsteps of the Messiah will indicate 
that the End is near. Anyone with even a cursory 
knowledge of End Times scriptures will see how this 
lines up with the words of Jesus from Matthew	24.	

It is interesting to note that, at a time when so many in 
the Christian world are looking at current events and 
predicting the imminent return of Christ, the rabbis are 
also predicting the soon arrival of the Messiah based on 
these writings. Although, of course, they are expecting it 
to be the �irst time.

Having said that, Dr Fruchtenbaum goes on to say “Many	
have	had	a	�ield	day	in	recent	decades,	seeing	almost	every	
major	world	event	as	a	partial	ful�ilment	of	prophecy	and	as	
a	proof	that	these	are	indeed	the	last	days.	It	is	very	
dangerous	to	force	world	events	into	areas	of	ful�illed	
prophecy.	Prophecy	must	�irst	be	determined	from	the	
scriptures	and	then	applied	to	current	events,	rather	than	
the	other	way	around.	Only	after	one’s	eschatology	has	been	
developed	exegetically	from	the	scriptures	should	current	
events	be	considered	to	see	if	they	are	ful�illing	prophecy.	
But	to	go	to	current	events	�irst	and	then,	because	of	
possible	similarities,	to	begin	identifying	them	as	partial	
ful�illments	or	as	indications	of	future	ful�illments	is	to	
engage	in	‘newspaper	exegesis’	rather	than	biblical	exegesis”.

Sadly, due to a woeful lack of sound biblical knowledge, 
there is far too much ‘newspaper exegesis’ making its way 
onto our social media pages. Equally sadly, far too many 
Christians glean their theology from Facebook, Twitter and 
YouTube where aesthetics is king and accuracy is optional. 

In his introduction to ‘Footsteps’, Fruchtenbaum says “This	
book	is	an	analysis	of	eschatology	(the	study	of	the	last	
days).	This	work	will	examine	prophecy	chronologically;	it	
will	deal	with	the	sequence	of	events	as	they	are	revealed	
in	scripture.	It	will	deal	with	the	prophecies	that	are	being	
ful�illed	at	the	present	time	and	with	the	sequence	of	
events	as	they	unfold	in	the	tribulation	and	the	millennium,	
culminating	in	the	eternal	order.”

Readers will be surprised at how many of the Old 
Testament prophets mentioned the last days, the 
Tribulation and the Millennium. Dr Fruchtenbaum knits 
Old and New Testament scriptures together to form a 
clear path for the End Times. A path dictated by the 
scriptures, not by CNN.

We tend to do a lot of cherry-picking when we look at or 
discuss the tribulation. We have our favourite passages 

of Ezekiel, Daniel and Revelation and, guided by our 
memory of the Left Behind Series, we categorically state 
this or that is going to happen in this order ‘and then the 
end will come’.

How many I wonder, in even referencing Gog and Magog, 
have worked out that this invasion of Israel must occur 
before the 7-year peace treaty is signed? Or that the 
invasion itself fails miserably with Russia running home 
with its tail between its legs?

Fruchtenbaum references a highly acclaimed but seldom 
referenced commentary on the 18th-century writings of 
the Jewish sage known as Vilna Gaon which says “when 
the Russian navy passes through the Bosporus (that is, 
on the way to the Mediterranean through the 
Dardanelles) it will be time to put on Sabbath clothes (in 
anticipation of the coming of the Messiah).”

And this leads to another point about this masterful 
work, basic systematic theology. When we neglect to 
understand who was writing, the times they wrote in 
and what the original readers understood that writer to 
be saying we miss more than we catch. 

I saw on a Facebook post recently where someone 
suggested leaving a note on the front door explaining why 
they were missing (referring to the rapture). Hopefully, 
that note would be accompanied by many scripture 
references and where, inside the house, to �ind the author’s 
Bible. Hopefully, that note would be scripturally accurate. 

If you are serious about your faith and the impending 
return of Jesus, and particularly if you are going to talk 
about it, then you need to resource yourself and this 
chronological, systematic analyses of End Times 
scriptures is a must-read.

To	purchase	this	book,	complete	the	coupon	on	the	
back	page,	or	purchase	online	at	www.knowmy.faith

Footsteps of the Messiah by Arnold G Fruchtenbaum

The Jewish people have become “enemies 

of the gospel” for the Gentiles' sake 

(bene�it), because Israel's opposition to the 

Messiahship of Yeshua is what caused the gospel to go 

out to the Gentiles originally. For the sake of Gentile 

salvation, the Jews have become the enemies of the 

gospel. Had the Jews accepted the gospel and the 

Messiahship of Yeshua, then it would not have been 

necessary for God to create the new entity called the 

church. But the Jews are “beloved for the fathers' 

sake,” meaning that they have never lost their 

covenantal standing. Therefore, the Abrahamic 

Covenant made to the “fathers” (Abraham, Isaac, and 

Jacob) still stands. For that reason, in the future, there 

will be a national salvation of Israel.

This Q&A was �irst published on www.ariel.org and is  used here by

permission of the publisher, Ariel Ministries, San Antonio, TX. 

The answer was provided by Dr. Arnold G. Fruchtenbaum,

Founder and CEO of Ariel Ministries.

Continued from page 8

Here, Paul is following Genesis as well, for Adam named 
his wife Eve because she would become ‘the mother of 
all the living’ (Genesis	3:20).	Paul repeats this even more 
directly in his instructions to his pupil Timothy, ‘For 
Adam was �irst formed, then Eve’ (1	Timothy	2:13). Next 
verse, Paul teaches that Genesis	3 is also real history, 
“And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being 
deceived was in the transgression.”

Noah, the Flood and Ark mattered to Jesus 
and Peter
Jesus taught about the sudden reality of His future 
judgment by comparing it to the time of Noah:

‘Just as it was in the days of Noah, so also will it be in the 
days of the Son of Man. People were eating, drinking, 
marrying and being given in marriage up to the day 
Noah entered the Ark. Then the Flood came and 
destroyed them all’	(Luke	17:26–27).

Here, Jesus treats Noah as a real person, the Ark as a real 
ship and the Flood as a real event that destroyed all 
people outside the Ark.

Peter likewise warned of a coming judgment by 
comparing it with the Flood. He even said that one 
characteristic of ‘scoffers’ was a willful ignorance of two 
things: the reality of special creation of the world out of 
water and its destruction by water (2	Peter	3:3–7).

But if we deny that the Flood was a real event, then 
logically the future judgment must be denied as well. 
And if the Flood was merely a local Mesopotamian �lood, 
then people could have escaped simply by emigrating. 
Logically, sinners could escape the future wrath of the 
Son of Man just by keeping out of Iraq!

Summary
These are only a few examples of where other Bible 
writers take Genesis as history. Indeed, the inspired 
writers treat the people, events and times as real, not 
merely literary or theological devices. And the reality of 
history is foundational to crucial teachings about faith 
and morality.
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One of the projects Know My Faith promotes is Yesh; an 
App created to help Israeli travellers to �ind hosts in the 
country they are travelling in. We asked Dror Bara'am, 
an Israeli traveller who works for Yesh about the speci�ic 
reasons why people should host Israeli travellers and 
use Yesh as the platform to do so.

Hi, I’m Dror, I have been travelling in New Zealand for a 
while now. I've had the pleasure of meeting and visiting 
many Christian hosts all over the country. I’ve been 
hosted by a family in Auckland and by another family far 
down south in Winton. I met hosts that have in�luenced 
my life forever and I would like to talk about hosting 
Israeli travellers. 

I would like to mention and explain some of the sources 
in the scriptures that tell us why we should do it. Our 
faith evolves with a more profound understanding of the 
scripture; that should be the main focus of 
understanding our relationship with God.

What did it mean for me? 

One host that I was privileged to meet is a kind lady 
named Pam. Pam is a Christian and because of the 
lockdown, she has hosted me for the past several 
months. We have had countless conversations about God 
and the meaning of God in our lives. These 
conversations made me wonder about how a 
relationship with God works. I should mention that, at 
the time, I was a complete atheist, a non-believer and 
spent several years in a Jewish National Zionist 
movement called Bnei Akiva. 

Thanks to Pam's patient answers to my curious 
questions and her politely asking me some hard 
questions in return, I have started rereading the Old 
Testament. Moreover, I’m becoming interested in the 
New Testament and learning more about God every day. I 
started going to rabbis and pastors, asking them 
questions about the faith and the way God is interacting 
with us. My discoveries were fascinating and so I created, 
along with the other Know my Faith Staff, a YouTube 
channel where we discuss the Jewish roots of our faith.

My research and discovery led me to have a relationship 

with God. I understood that I don’t need evidence for 

God’s existence because, even though God doesn't talk to 

me, He does show me the way and all I need to do is to 

trust Him, walk though it and be grateful for it.

The purpose of hosting Israeli travellers 

The Holy Bible talks about Jewish people as being the 

chosen people of God. To be honest, most of the Jewish 

people today don’t want to be the chosen people and 

don’t see themselves as that way anymore. I don’t see 

myself as being special, or a unique person and I 

certainly don’t think I'm better than any Christian.

Nevertheless, I believe that hosting people from a 

different country has many bene�its. First, we get to 

encounter people from a different culture and educate 

ourselves about another place and another way of life. 

Secondly, by opening our hearts and our homes, we 

learn how to love intimately and demonstrate true 

unconditional love. Thirdly, Israeli travellers are usually 

more mature for their age than travellers from other 

countries as most of them have completed three years of 

compulsory military service. Therefore, they are more 

comfortable talking about the world and their personal 

views on almost every topic that comes to mind. Hosting 

Israeli travellers could bring light into your life, even if 

you decide to do it from pure generosity and not from a 

believer’s point of view. 

Why should we host Israeli travellers from a 
scripture point of view? 
As we know, there are endless mentions and references 
in the Bible to the sons of Israel. From Abrahamic times 
till the church age and the coming of the Messiah. There 
are some scriptures where we see the clear connection 
between the Jewish people and God.

Genesis	12:3

“I (God) will bless those who bless you, and the one who 
curses you I will curse”. Jews are the descendants of 
Abraham; therefore, God will bless the people that bless 
Jews.  

Romans	15:27

“Yes, they were pleased to do so, and they are indebted 
to them. For if the Gentiles have shared in their spiritual 
things, they are indebted to minister to them also in 
material things”. This verse means that if we want to 
share the blessing of the Jewish people, we need to 
share our material blessings. Moreover, the blessing in 
the material world could be equivalent to spiritual 
blessing. What better way to share this blessing than by 
hosting Israeli travellers.

Hebrews	13:2

“Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for 
thereby some have entertained angels unawares.” The 
author of this verse directs us to Abraham who showed 
hospitality to angels. This verse refers to hospitality to 

strangers. You never know the travellers you host, might 
be angels and they don’t even know it.

If we search the Bible, we will �ind endless verses that 
talk about generosity, hospitality and the blessings of 
the Jewish people. We have this privilege as thousands 
of Israeli travellers come to Australia and New Zealand 
each year. Download the Yesh App today and bless 
Israeli travellers with the gift of hospitality. 

The Yesh App 
While the Yesh App has been created for both hosts and

travellers, we have made it safe and easy for everyone. The 
App keeps your details con�idential and the built-in 
calendar allows you to schedule the times when you can 
and cannot host. You can update your details with the click 
of a button. We verify traveller’s pro�iles and make sure 
they are not �ictitious. We do our best to keep your home 
safe and sound. We also provide spiritual and physical 
support for our hosts by cooperating with Know my Faith. 
If you have any questions about the Yesh App or hosting, 
we would love to hear from you.

Dror 027 778 8851         Don 021 0261 6956
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Zohar Gonen is a Jewish believer who was brought up in 
Israel and immigrated to New Zealand with his family 
over ten years ago. Know	My	Faith editor Rob Holding 
recently spoke with Zohar about his spiritual journey.

The way I see it, there are three types of 
Messianic Jews; Jews who have grown up in a 
Messianic family, Jews who discover Yeshua 
as their Saviour and Christians who discover 
they are Jewish. Which one do you fit into?
I’m going to be saying the second one. I grew up just a 
secular Jew and then discovered Jesus.

How did you do that?
I had no exposure to Jesus growing up, but when I went 
abroad after my time in the IDF, I discovered that some 
of my family members were believers already and that 
started the process of asking a lot of questions. 

Where were you spiritually before that? 
I was an atheist. I considered religious people to be 
weak people. In the same category as people who 
smoke. From my point of view, I didn’t need anything to 
add to my life or to cling to and for me, these two groups 
needed something extra to cling to.

You weren’t born in Israel?
No, I was born in the former Soviet Union, in Kiev, the 
capitol of Ukraine but we made Aliyah (immigration of 
Jews from the diaspora to the Land of Israel) when I was 
four. I remember being greeted at the airport by 
members of my ultra-orthodox relatives. They were 
jumping and dancing all around us in what I thought was 
a black dancing costume. My grandfather’s brother was 
the mayor of an ultra-orthodox village and we ended up 
living there for a year while we adjusted to life in Israel 
and I went to a religious school for the �irst four years. 

But that made no impact on you?
On the contrary, it kind of deterred me from religion 
because it was very strict and I had to abide by these 
rules that I didn’t feel were for me.

Tell me more about your Messianic relatives
Like many other young Israelis do, after I �inished my 
IDF service I travelled abroad. When I met these 
members of the family they were quite different and I 
didn’t understand what was different about them at 
�irst. When I chatted with my aunt she told me Jesus was 
the Jewish Saviour and I thought that was really 
peculiar. I held myself a bit distant because I thought 
maybe they were involved in a cult or something.

Had you heard anything about Christianity 
beforehand?
When I was young, I once asked my dad who is God and 
what do people believe about him? He said that, from the 
Christian point of view, they believed that there was this 
guy who was cruci�ied and then he became God. And 
that’s all I knew about what Christians believed. I’d seen 
all the Catholic, Greek and Russian Orthodox churches 
with their statues and stained glass windows but my aunt 
and uncle were completely different; that’s why I couldn’t 
make heads or tales of them because they were 
supposedly Christian but they were practicing Jewish stuff.

Were they pushy with their faith?
No, not at all. I was really intrigued and curious. I asked 
a lot of the questions myself. At �irst I wasn’t very 
involved, but then a gentile couple from their church 
found out I was from Israel and they gave me two sacks 
of gifts, clothes and shoes to take back and give it to 
whoever needs it. They were really beautiful people, you 
know, beautiful souls and to me, it was really peculiar 
because I felt that gentiles didn’t like Jewish people 
much. At the most indifferent. But they were very loving 
and passionate about what they believed; they spoke to 
me about the God that they believed in; I’d never come 
across that passion.

Again, were they pushing that on you or 
simply trying to explain what they believed?
As far as I remember they were trying to explain like the 

elements in the temple and how it all connects to Jesus. I 
saw it as something really positive. From an Israeli point 
of view if you hold something dear to you, you would 
speak about it, you won’t hide it or shy away from it.

So you grew up in a non-religious Jewish 
family, then, when you arrived in Israel, you’re 
forced to go to an ultra-orthodox school 
which completely put you off and basically 
turned you into an atheist; then you meet a 
bunch of Christian Jews. What was going on in 
your mind at that time?
Back in Israel I was getting a kick out of debating with 
people to convince them that God didn’t exist. I was trying 
to trap them and reason with them they were completely 
wrong. But in this scenario, I was receiving �irst-hand love 
with no strings attached so, as an Israeli, I was very 
suspicious – either this was just a marketing ploy or they 
were genuine; and it seemed to be the latter. I realised 
that what was motivating these people to extend this love 
was their faith. In that sense, I was now even more 
curious to know what their faith was about; and because 
they showed such love, I didn’t want to debate with them 
like I did back in Israel, I respected them for what they 
believed.

So, what happened?
When they left I started asking questions of my aunt and 
she said that the person who started the Christian 
religion was actually the Jewish Messiah. I said that was 
ridiculous, how could she believe that? How did that 
work? That’s when she explained to me that Jesus 
ful�illed all the Old Testament prophecies about the 
Jewish Saviour. That who the religious people (today’s 
Rabbis) call Messiah was not based on the Tanakh. When 
I asked her to show me, she opened up the Bible and 
went through it one page at a time. For me it was really 
interesting because I started really seeing that there is a 
connection between the life of Jesus and the prophecies 
in the Tanakh.	

When I read Isaiah	53 it shocked me because, without 
my aunt saying anything, I saw how it described Jesus in 
a perfect way. When I read the words “we	all	like	sheep	
have	gone	astray	and	turned	to	his	own	way	and	God	has	
laid	on	him	the	iniquity	of	us	all” I thought, hang on, 
that’s describing me and how He paid the price for me; 
that started off a chain reaction in me.

What’s the hardest thing for Christians to 
grasp regarding the Jewish origin of our faith?
I think for me, I look at it and it’s like all of these people 
were thrown into the middle of a movie; trying to make 

heads and tales of it by just watching the last bit of the 
movie without understanding what happened before 
hand. This whole connection of Jesus being born as a Jew 
from the tribe of Judah; having a rightful connection to the 
throne of David and how God was telling the Jewish 
people that Jesus will come and He will be the light to the 
nations and so on – this whole chapter of history is 
missing in the churches, there’s no connection to the past.

Also, for me, without those connections, it’s also 
stripping Jesus of his humanity in a sense. It’s like he is 
becoming less of a human if he doesn’t have these 
earthly connections. 

In Romans chapters 11 & 12 Paul talks about 
those of us who are gentile believers being 
grafted in with Israel. How do you explain that?
That’s simple, the stump of the olive tree represents the 
promises of God to the patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob, in that gentiles are now partakers of those 
promises, as well as because God said to Abraham, 
“through	your	seed	all	the	families	of	the	earth	will	be	
blessed”. So, we see that the grafting in is not to Israel; 
the native branches represent Israel; the wild branches 
represent the gentiles and the gentiles are grafted into 
that very promise that God gave to Abraham and the 
patriarchs which are ful�illed in our Lord. The branches 
are grafted in, so in other words, there is an 
intermingling between Israel, the natural branches and 
gentiles as being part of one big family. The only thing is 
that none of them lose their identity, the wild branches 
still stay wild branches and the cultivated branches still 
stay cultivated. So Jews don’t become gentiles when they 
believe and gentiles don’t become Jews. 

Far too often, when Christians come across 
teaching like this, they tend to over balance 
into an almost legalistic observance of our 
faith and start searching out rabbinical 
interpretations of the Old Testament. Why do 
you think that is?
I think the main reason is because there is a lack of 
teaching in the churches about the Jewish backdrop of 
the scriptures regarding Jesus and the Christian faith; 
and because there is that lack, when people discover that 
there is a connection, they are hungry for it. So in a 
sense, because they were so deprived of the Hebrew 
foundation, when they discover it, the pendulum in a 
sense swings completely the other way, because they feel 
like they’ve been lied to. They feel like information has 
been purposely hidden from them and they begin 
searching all kinds of teachings online, some of which are 
actually bad teachings and they start plugging into that. 

This	interview	with	Zohar	Gonen	was	prepared	by	Rob	Holding,	
Managing	Editor	of	Know	My	Faith.

”I Thought, Hang On, That’s Describing Me!”
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That was when something 
started again, I began believing 
He was real. 
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We are keen to grow our readership, and  delighted to offer a 
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